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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. FLOOD).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 30, 2023.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MIKE
FLOOD to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

KEVIN MCCARTHY,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

God of grace and mercy, in You do we
find our hope, a hope that cannot dis-
appoint us, for You have poured Your
love into our hearts. God, it is Your
love that assures us that in all we en-
dure, through all that we are called to
persevere, Your love for us bears us up.

Remind us then, first, to hold on to
that hope. As we are faced with count-
less situations and issues that con-
found and concern us, assure us, once
again, that nothing can steal the hope
we have in You and in Your activity in
this world and in our lives.

May the assurance of Your protec-
tion and the certainty of Your direc-
tion fill us with a profound sense of joy
and peace as we yield our lives to You
and trust in the providence of Your
will.

Then, let us bear witness to the hope
that is found only in You. Keep our tes-
timony of hope strong and unshaking,
that our work and our lives would re-
flect the sublime strength You alone
provide.

May we remain bold in our privilege
to offer our prayers to You in the
strength of Your holy name.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. GOOD)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. GOOD of Virginia led the Pledge
of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———————

SUPPORTING PEOPLE OVER
POLITICS

(Ms. McCOLLUM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in opposition to H.R. 1.

While the majority claims this bill
would lower America’s energy costs,
this bill would directly result in poli-
cies that would add to the deficit and
incur billions of dollars in environ-
mental costs.

This bill puts polluters over people
by putting taxpayers on the hook for
environmental cleanup of our public
lands. Public lands are just that: They

are public. They belong to the people,
not to major corporations, not to for-
eign-owned mining companies who
would ship mined materials over to
China for smelting, or to be sold on the
global market. How does that protect
our national security?

Let me be clear: We need to reform
the permitting process to guarantee
our transition to a clean, green energy
economy. When it comes to leasing our
public lands, local communities and
Tribal Nations need to be front and
center, not oil, gas, and mining inter-
ests.

When companies pollute, they need
to be held responsible for the cleanup,
not the American taxpayer. I support
people over politics. H.R. 1 should be
rejected.

————

RECOGNIZING STAFF SERGEANT
DAN ABBOTT

(Mr. GOOD of Virginia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize my constituent,
Maneuver Training Center’s Staff Ser-
geant Dan Abbott, who was named
Noncommissioned Officer of the Year
at the Virginia Army National Guard’s
2023 Best Warrior Competition.

The Army National Guard’s Best
Warrior Competition is a physically
and mentally challenging 3-day com-
petition that tests competitors on a va-
riety of skills. Held at Fort Barfoot, 10
Virginia National Guard soldiers par-
ticipated in this year’s competition to
demonstrate commitment to the Army
values that embody the warrior ethos.

Staff Sergeant Abbott, a former Ac-
tive-Duty soldier who has been in the
Virginia National Guard for about 5
years, showcased his talent and rose
above the rest. He will now go on to
face soldiers and noncommissioned of-
ficers from Delaware, West Virginia,
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and the D.C.
National Guard.
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